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“I love being in this kitchen, even though I don’t cook very 
often,” admits Swan. “Cooking for friends when they visit is 
a dream here, but when I’m alone, my refrigerator is usually 
stocked with little more than champagne and Diet Coke.

Lazarus and his colleagues, furniture designers Jim Davis 
and Gregory Martin, worked with Swan to create discreet areas 
within the loft. “Kim wanted the public areas—the kitchen 
and living room—to be more linear, almost masculine,” says 
Lazarus. The bedroom and bathroom were designed to be 
more understated and feminine. The master bath, built into a 
relatively long, narrow space, feels serene and spa-like. “We used 
cypress for the bathroom cabinetry,” says Martin. “It’s often 
an outdoor application,” he says. “Here we used it purely for 
aesthetics. It has a beautiful, golden tone that worked perfectly 
in the space.”

Swan made all the decor decisions in the apartment herself. 
The furnishings are spare and angular, with bold splashes of color 
for emphasis. Much of the color is introduced by the artwork 
she has collected over the years. “I chose the upholstered pieces 
to be very inviting, but subtle in their design,” says Swan. “I 
didn’t want any of the furniture to compete with the art.” 
From an aerial view of an island landscape by Eric Hopkins, 
which hangs over the master bed, to a brightly colored pastel 
from a trip to Paris, Swan’s art punctuates the simplicity of the 
architectural detail.

With its warm colors and relaxed ambience, the loft is as 
comfortable when Swan is entertaining large groups as it is 
when she is just relaxing or watching television. “Many nights I 
get in late and pop a DVD in. The sound system here is theater 
quality, so I can get lost in the experience,” she explains. “But 
there are times when I just want to fill the loft with friends. 
I’ve had as many as 80 people here and it didn’t feel all that 
crowded.”

Walking through the apartment, Swan stops at a window 
and gazes out onto Congress Street. “Look at all this,” she says, 
gesturing enthusiastically. “It looks like an Edward Hopper 
painting.” Outside the day is cold and melancholy. The milky 
afternoon light is fading, and the buildings are silhouetted 
against fast-moving gray clouds. Anonymous figures make their 
way along the sidewalk as the streetlights flicker on. Given the 
stark beauty of the cityscape below, it seems entirely possible 
that Hopper would have wanted to commit the scene to 
canvas. MH+D




